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BAB 

The fecond letter of the Engliff alphabet, is pro- 
nounced as in moll other European languages, by 
prefling the whole length of the lips together, and 
forcing them open with a flrong breath. It has a 
near affinity with the other labial letters, and is con- 
founded by the Germans with P, and by the Gafcons with V-, 
from which an epigrammatill remarks, that bibere and vivere 
are in Gafcony the fame. The Spaniards, in moll words, ufe 
B or V indifferently. 

Baa. n.f [See the verb.] The cry of a Iheep. 

To Baa. v. n. [balo , Lat.] To cry like a Iheep. 

Or like a lamb, whofe dam away is fet, 

He treble baas for help, but none can get. Sidney. 

To Babble, v. n. [ babbelen , Germ, babiller , Fr.J 

1. To prattle like a child ; to prate imperfedlly. 

My babbling praifes I repeat no more, 

But hear, rejoice, Hand filent, and adore. Prior . 

2. To talk idly, or irrationally. 

John had conned over a catalogue of hard words ; thefe he 
tiled to babble indifferently in all companies. Arbuthn. J. Bull. 

Let the filent fandtuary Ihow, 

What from the babbling fchools we may not know. Prior. 

3. To talk thoughtlefsly ; to tell fecrets. 

There is more danger in a referved and filent friend, than in 
a noify babbling enemy. L’Ef range. 

4. To talk much. 

The babbling echo mocks the hounds, 

Replying fhrilly to the well tun’d horns, 

As if a double hunt were heard at once. Shakefp. Tit. Andr. 

And had I pow’r to give that knowledge birth. 

In all the fpeeches of the babbling earth. Prior. 

The babbling echo had defery’d his face ; 

She, who in others words her Alence breaks. Addifotis Ovid. 
Ba'bele. n.f. [babil , Fr.J Idle talk j fenfelefs prattle. 

This babble fhall not henceforth trouble me ; 

Here is a coil with proteflation ! Shakefp. Two G. of Verona. 

Come, no more. 

This is mere moral babble. Milton. 

With volleys of eternal babble , 

And clamour more unanfwerable. Hudibras. 

The babble , impertinence, and folly, I have taken notice of in 
difputes. Glanvi lie’s Scepfis Scientifica. 

Babblement, n.f [from babble.'] Senfelefs prate. 

Deluded all this while with ragged notions and babblements , 
while they expedled worthy and delightful knowledge. Milior.. 
BaBbler. n.f. [from babble.] 

1. An idle talker ; an irrational prattler. 

We hold our time too precious to be fpent 
With fuch a babbler. Shakefp. King John. 

Great babblers , or talkers, are not fit for trufl. L’Ef range. 

The apoftle of my text had no fooner propofed it to the 
greater mailers at Athens, but he himfelf was ridiculed as a 
babbler. Rogers. 

2. A teller of fecrets. 

Utterers of fecrets he from thence debarr’d ; 

Babblers of folly, and blazers of crime. Fairy jfueen, b. ii. 
Babe. n.f. [baban, Welch ; babbaerd , Dutch.] An infant 5 a 
child of either fex. 

Thofe that do teach your babes , 

Do it with gentle means, and eafy tasks ; 

He might have chid me fo : for, in good faith, 

I am a child to chiding. Shakefp. Othello. 

Nor fhall Sebaftian’s formidable name 
Be longer us’d, to lull the crying babe. Dryderi s Don Seb. 

"1 he babe had all that infant care beguiles. 

And early knew his mother in her fmiles. Dry den. 

BaBery. n.f. from babe.] Finery to pleafe a babe or child. 
So have I feen trim books in velvet dight. 

With golden leaves and painted babery 
Of feely boys, pleafe unacquainted fight. Sidney. 

BaBish. ad], [from babe.] Childifh. 

If he be bafhful, and will foon bluff, they call him a babijh 
and ill brought up thing. Afcham’s Schoolmajier. 

Babo'on. n. J. [ babouin , Fr. It is fuppofed by Skinner to be the 
augmentation of babe , and to import a great babe. ] A monkey 
of the largefl kind. 

You had looked through the grate like a gerniny of baboons. 

Shakefp. Merry Wives of Windf or. 
He call every human feature out of his countenance, and 
became a baboon. Addifon. Spell. 174. 

BaBy. n.f. [See Babe.] 

l. A child; an infant. 

The baby beats thenurfe, and quite athwart 
Goes all decorum. Shakefp. Meajure for Meafure. 

The child mud have fugar plumbs, rather than make the 
poor baby cry. Locke. 
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He mull marry, and propagate : the father cannot ftav f or 
the portion, nor the mother for babies to play with. 

2 . A fmall image in imitation of a child, which girls play with ' 
The archduke faw that Perkin would prove a runnaeati 
and that it was the part of children to fall out about babies. * 

Bacon’s Henry 

Since no image can reprefent the great Creator, never think 
to honour him by your fooliff puppets, and babies of dirt and 
clay. Stillingfeet’s Def. of Difc. on Rom. Idolatry. 

BaYcated. adj. [baccatus, Lat.] Befet with pearls; havin? 

many berries. jyf 

BacchanaBian. n.f [from bacchanalia? Lat.] A riotous per- 
fon; a drunkard. 

BaYchanals. n.f [bacchanalia, Lat.] The drunken feafts and 
revels of Bacchus, the god of wine. 

Ha, my brave emperor, ffall we dance now the Egyptian 
bacchanals , and celebrate our drink ? Shakefp. Ant. and Cleop. 

What wild fury was there in the heathen bacchanals , which 
we have not feen equalled. Decay of Piety, 

Both extremes were ban iff ed from their walls, 
Carthufian fads, and fulfome bacchanals. P 0 p e , 

B'acchus bole. n.f. A flower not tall, but very full and 
broad-leaved ; of a fad light purple, and a proper white ; hav- 
ing the three outmod leaves edged with a crimfon colour, 
bluiff bottom, and dark purple. Mortimer. 

BacciBerous. adj. [from bacca, a berry, and fero, to bear, Lat.] 
Berry-bearing. 

Bacciferous trees are of four kinds. 

1. Such as bear a caliculate or naked berry ; the flower and ca- 
lix both falling off together, and leaving the berry bare; as the 
faffafras trees. 

2. Such as have a naked monofpermous fruit, that is, contain- 
ing in it only one feed ; as the arbutes. 

3. Such as have but polyfpermous fruit, that is, containing two or 
more kernels or feeds within it ; as the jafminum, liguflrum. 

4. Such as have their fruit compofed of many acini, or round foft 

balls fet clofe together like a bunch of grapes ; as the uva ma- 
rina. Ray. 

Bacci'vorous. adj. [from bacca, a berry, and voro, to devour, 
Lat.] A devourer of berries. Did. 

BaYhelor. n. f. [This is a word of very uncertain etymblogy, 
it not being well known what was its original fenfe. Junius 
derives it from fooliff ; Menage , from bas chevalier , a 

knight of the lowed rank; Spelman , from baculus, a daft'; Cu- 
jas , from buccella , an allowance of provifion. The moft pro- 
bable derivation feems to be from bacca laurus , the berry of a 
laurel or bay ; bachelors being young, are of good hopes, like 
laurels in the berry. In Latin, baccalaureus.] 

1. A man unmarried. 

Such feparation 

Becomes a virtuous bachelor and a maid. 

Shakefp. Midfummer Night’s Dream . 
The haunting of thofe diffolute places, or refort to courte- 
fans, are no more puniffed in married men than in bachelors. 

Bacon’s New Atlantis. 

A true painter naturally delights in the liberty which be- 
longs to the bachelor’s edate. Dryden s Dufrejnoy. 

Let finful bachelors their woes deplore. 

Full well they merit all they feel, and more. Pope. 

2. A man who takes his fird degrees at the univerfity in any pro- 
feflion. 

Being a boy, new bachelor of arts, I chanced to fpeak againft; 
the pope. Ajchanis Schoohnafcr . 

I appear before your honour, in behalf of Martinus Scrible- 
rus, bachelor of phyfick. Arbuthn. and Pope’s Mart. Scriblerus. 

3. A knight of the lowed order. This is a fenfe now little ufeft* 
BaYkelors Button. [See Campion, of which it is a fpecies.J. 

Ail the forts of this plant are hardy ; they grow above two foot, 
and produce their flower in June and July. Miller > 

Bachelorship, n.f [from bachelor .] The condition ot a 
bachelor. 

Her mother, living yet, can tedify, ' . 

She was the fird fruit of my bachelorjhip. Shakefp. Men. V • 
BACK. n.f. [bac, baec. Sax. bach. Germ.] 

1. The hinder part of the body, from the neck to the thighs. 

As the voice goeth round, as well towards the back as to. 
wards the front of him that fpeaketh, fo likewife doth the cui‘>- 
for you have many back echoes to the place where you nano. 

Bacons Nat. Hijl . N 0 2 47* 
Part following enter, part remain without, 

With envy hear their fellow’s conqu’ring ffout; 

And mount on others backs, in hope to ff are. Urycen. 

2. The outer part of the hand when it is ff ut ; oppofed to 1 
palm. 

Methought love pitying me, when he faw this, 

Gave me your hands, the backs and palms to kifs. 
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1 The outvrard part of the body ; that which requires cloaths ; 

OP Thofe t who, by their ancedors, have been fet free from a 
condant drudgery to their backs and their bellies, ff ould bellow 
fome time on their heads. Bocke. 

a The rear ; oppofed to the van. , 

4 Fie micht conclude, that Walter would be upon the king s 
lack , as his majefty was upon his. Clarendon , b. vm. 

r The place behind. 

Antheus, Sergedus grave, Cleanthus drong, 

And at their backs a mighty Trojan throng. Dryden. 

6. The part of any thing out of fight. 

Trees fet upon the backs of chimneys do ripen fruit fooner. 

Bacon’s Nat. FUJI • N° 85 b. 

Th e thick part of any tool, oppofed to the edge ; as the back 
i of a knife or fvvord; whence backfword , or fword with a 

^ Bull dreaded not old Lewis either at backfword , Angle faul- 
chion, or cudgel-play. Arbuthnot’ s Hijlory of J. Bull 

S. To turn the back on one, is to forfake him, or neglecSl him. 

At the hour of death, all the friendffips of the world ffall 

bid him adieu, and the whole creation turn its back upon him. 

South. 

q. To turn the back , is to go away ; to be not within the reach of 

taking cognizance. i . 

His back was no fooner turned, but they returned to their 
former rebellion. Sir j. Davies on Ireland. 

Back. adv. [from the noun.] 

1. To the place from which one came. 

Back you ffall not to the houfe, unlefs 
You undertake that with me. Shakefp. Twelfth Night. 

He fent many to feek the ff ip Argo, threatening that if they 
brought not back Medea, they ff ould fufter in her dead. 

Raleigh’s Hijlory of the World. 
But where they are, and why they came not back. 

Is now the labour of my thoughts. Milton. 

Back to thy native Aland might’d thou fail, 

And leave half-heard the melancholy tale. Pope’s Odyjfey'. 

2. Backward ; from the prefent dation. 

I’ve been furprifed in an unguarded hour. 

But mud not now go back ; the love that lay 

Half fmother’d in my bread, has broke through all 

Its weak redraints. Addifon’ s Cato. 

3. Behind ; not coming forward. 

I thought to promote thee unto great honour; but lo the 
Lord hath kept thee back from honour. Numb. xxiv. 1 1 . 

Condrains the glebe, keeps back the hurtful weed. 

Blackmore’s Creation , b. ii. 

4. Toward things pad. 

I had always a curioAty to look back unto the forrows of 
things, and to view in my mind the beginning and progrefsof 
a rifing world. Burnet’s Theory of the Earth. 

5. Again ; in return. 

The lady’s mad ; yet if ’twere fo. 

She could not fway her houfe, command her followers, 

1 ake and give back affairs, and their defpatch, 

W iff luch a Anooth, difereet, and dable bearing. 

Shakefp. Tzvelfth Night. 

6. Again ; a fecond time. 

This Csfar found, and that ungrateful age. 

With loftng hipa, went back to blood and rage. Waller. 
The epiftlesrtJeing written from ladies forfaken by their lov- 
ers, many thoughts came back upon us in divers letters. Dryd. 
To Back. v. a. [from the noun back.] 

1. To mount on the back of a horfe. 

That roan ffall be my throne. 

Well I will back him drait. O Efperance ! 

Bid Butler lead him forth into the park. Shak. Henry IV. 
L r eak a horfe ; to train him to bear upon his back. 

Diredl us howto back the winged horfe ; 

Favour his flight, and moderate his courfe. Rofcommon. 
3-io place upon the back. J 

As I flept, methought 
Great Jupiter, upon his eagle back'd. 

Appear’d to me. Sbahfp. Cymbelht. 

4 ‘ -*■ ° maintain ; to drengffen. 

t Belike, he means. 

Back’d by the pow’r of Warwick, that falfe peer, 

1 aipire unto the crown. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

‘ 0Ll are c »ough in the ffoulders, you care not who 
ee ’ )° ur , ca ^ you that backing of your friends? a plague 
upon fuch backing! give me them that will face me. Sh. H. VI. 

le e were fecond ed by certain demilaunces, and both 
iW With men at arms. Sir J. Hayward. 

r ffey not fwear, in exprefs words, 
l o prop and back the houfe of lords ? 

And after turn’d out the whole houfeful. Hudibras 

van^a'Tf maHce ’>^ w £ h a § reat intereft > can have no ad - 
out iftmSt man ’ bUt ITOm hls ex ^ eaadons of Something with- 

Low (hail we treat ff is bold afpirino; man ? 

ULv ' clij follows him, and backs his crimes. Addif Cato. 
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S ’ ^ternary number of principles and thofe 

that would have Ave elements, endeavour to back their e^en 

ments with a fpecious reafon. e - 

We have I know not how many adages to back the re alon or 
this moral. VEJirange. 

6. To fecond. , , , r . 

Fadlious, and fav’ring this or t other tide. 

Their wagers back their wiffes. _ Dryden s Fables. 

To BaYkbite. v. a. [from back and biie.~\ To cenfure or re- 
proach the abfent. , ,, . 

Moft untruly and malicioufly do thefe evil tongues backbite 

and flander the facred affes of that moft juft and honourable 
perfonage. . Sfenfer s Ireland. 

I will ufe him well ; a friend i’ th’ court is bettei than a 
penny in purfe. Ufe his men well, Davy, for they are arrant 
knaves, and will backbite. _ Shakefp. Henry IV. 

Ba'ckeiter. n.f [from backbite.] A privy calumniator; a 
cenfurer of the abfent. 

No body is bound to look upon his backbiter , or his under- 
miner, his betrayer, or his oppreffor, as his friend. South. 

BaYkeone. n.f [from back and bone.]. The bone of the back. 

The backbone ff ould be divided into many vertebres for com- 
modious bending, and not be one entire rigid bone. Ray. 

BaYkcarry. Having on the back. 

Manwood, in his foreft laws, noteth it for one of the four 
circumftances, or cafes, wherein a forefter may arreft an offen- 
der againft vert or venifori in the foreft, viz. ftable-ftand, dog- 
draw, backcarry, and bloody hand. Cowel. 

BaYkdoor. n. J. [from back and door.] The door behind the 
houfe ; privy paffage. 

The proceftion durft not return by the way it came ; but, 
after the devotion of the monks, paffed out at a backdoor of the 
convent. Addifon on Italy . 

Popery, which is fo far ff ut out as not to re-enter openly, is 
ftealing in by the backdoor of atheifm. Atterbury. 

BaYked. adj. [from back.] Having a back. 

Lofty-neck’d, 

Sharp headed, barrel- belly’d, broadly back’d. Dryd. Virgil. 

BaYkfriend. n.f [from back and friend.] A friend back- 
wards ; that is, an enemy in fecret. 

Set the reftlefs importunities of talebearers and backfriends 
againft fair words and profeffions. L’ Eflrange. 

Far is our church from encroaching upon the civil power; 
as fome who are backfriends to both, would maliciouAy inftnu- 
ate. South. 

Backga'mmon. n.f. [from bach gammon, W elch, a little battle.] 
A play or game at tables, with box and dice. 

In what efteem are you with the vicar of the pariff ? can 
you play with him at backgammon ? Swift. 

BaYkhouse. n. f. [from back and houfe.] The buildings be- 
hind the chief part of the houfe. 

Their backhoufes , of more neceffary than cleanly fervice, as 
kitchens, ftables, are climbed up unto by fteps. 

Carew’ s Survey of Cornwal. 

BaYkpiece. n. f. [from back and piece.] The piece of armour 
which covers the back. 

The morning that he was to join battle, his armourer put on 
his backpiece before, and his breaftplate behind. Cain den. 

BaYkroom. n.f [from back and raw?.] A room behind ; not 
in the front. 

If you have a fair profpecl backwards of gardens, it may be 
convenient to make backrooms the larger. Max. Mech. Exerc . 

BaYkside. n. f. [from back and fide.] 

1. I he hinder part of any thing. 

If the quickfilver were rubbed from the backfide of the fpe- 
culum, the glafs would caufe the fame rings of colours, but 
more faint; the phaenomena depends not upon the quickfilver, 
unlefs fo far as it encreafes the reflexion of the backfide of the 

§^ s * , Newton’s Opticks . 

2. The hind part of an animal. 

A poor ant carries a gram of corn, climbing up a wall with 
her head downwards and her backfide upwards. Addifon. 

3. The yard or ground behind a houfe. 

The wafti of paftures, Aelds, commons, roads, ftreets, or 
backfides, are of great advantage to all forts of land. Mortimer 

To Backsli'de. v. n. [from back and fide.] To fall off; to 
apoftatize : a word only ufed by divines. 

. t ' nou Len that which backfiding Ifrael hath done ? She 
is gone up upon every high mountain, and under everv oreen 

p . trC '" / „ . Jeremiah , iii. 6. 

Backslider, n.f [from backfide.] An apoftate. 

1 he backfider in heart ffall be Ailed. Prov. xiv. 14- 

Ba/ckstaff. n.f. [from back ^ndfaf-, becaufe, in taking an 
obiervation, the obferver’s back is turned towards the fun 1 
An inftrument ufeful in taking the fun’s altitude at fea • in- 
vented by Captain Davies. . 

B !n th7ho U R fe n f ' [fr0m baCk and > ,Vj '] The private flairs 

I condemn the practice which hath lately crept into the court 
at t, le lackjlairs, that fome pricked for fneriffs get cut of the 

Bacon s Advice to Sir George Villiers. 

Back- 



